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Bless the beasts: Grace Church holds annual pet ble  ssing
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ASHEVILLE - A chorus of dogs, cats, parakeets and even chickens joined the choir Sunday as Grace
Episcopal Church on Merrimon Avenue celebrated its annual blessing of the animals.

“It is one of the most joyful services we have all year,”

the glee on people’s faces.”
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said Rector Gary Coffey. “You can look out and see

The Sunday event drew a large assortment of
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animals and their human friends. The animals
remained in the church through the service, which
included a special moment when each was
brought to the altar to be blessed. Many also
accompanied their owners to the altar for the
service of Communion.

“As part of God'’s creation,” Coffey said, “animals
are important as we are important. Animals are
dear to us, dear to our hearts.”

“This service may help people be aware of the
importance of God’s creation for the rest of their
lives,” said parishioner Judy Rhodes, referring to
growing environmental activism among Christians.
“This service is a part of what may instill that
awareness for future generations.”

Grace holds the ceremony in April each year

around Good Shepherd Sunday. The church welcomes all pets but cautions that some of the larger animals
such as horses must be led into the church and not ridden.

On the Net: www.graceepiscopalchurch.us
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A dog relaxes in a pew
during Grace Episcopal’s
annual Blessing of the
Animals service Sunday. -
Lockie Hunter/Special

to the Citizen-Times
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